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INFORMATION

Special Education Discipline:
Step-by-Step Guide to Suspension/Expulsion

Did the Incident requiring
disciptinary action involve
special circumstances (i.e.

weapons, drugs, or serious
badily injury)?

Consideration #2A

Do any of the proposed days of
the suspension/expulsion result
in more than 10 CONSECUTIVE
days of suspension/expulsion for
this student?

Consideration #3

Schogls may remove a student with a disability to an interim alternative setting, if special
circumstances apply, for no more than 45 school days regardless of manifestation determination
results. If the intended discipline constitutes a change of placement (>10 days consecutive
removal or >10 days constituting a pattern) the schoal must also:

1) Notify the parents of the decision to remove & provide parents with a capy of procedural

safeguards notice on the date of the decision;
2) Continue to provide FAPE (Free Appropriate Public Education); and
3) Conduct a manifestation determination for guidance when student returns.

Consideration #2B

Do any of the proposed days, when added
to other days, result in a cumulative number
of suspension/expulsion days of 10 ar more ?

Consideration #2C

School may apply same
discipline procedures
used for all students.

Do the days in the
cumulative total
constitute a pattern? A

pattern means the days

Was the behavior a manifestation of the student’s
disability? To answer, you must conduct a manifestation
determination.
A manifestation determination answers the questions
(using relevant infarmation in a student’s file, including
the IEP, observations, and parent information).
1) Wasthe behavior caused by, or have any direct and
substantial relationship to the student’sdisability?
2) Wasthe behavior caused by the school’s failure to

occurred in the same
school year, are a result of
similar behaviors, and/or
the length, total, and
proximity of the
suspensions are similar.

School may apply
same discipline

implement the IEP?

procedures used for
all students. Services

IF YES l | IF NO

to BOTH questions

outlined by the
school must be
provided.

to EITHER question

The behavior is not a manifestation
of the student’s disability.
1) The school can suspend or expel.
2) Continue to provide services to
allow the student to continue to
participate in the general
education curriculum and make
progress on |EP goals. Consider
anindividual’s potential need for
an FBA or BIP, or the
modification of an existing FBA
or BIP,

The behavior is a manifestation of
the student’s disability.

1) The student stays in original
placement or the |EP team
decides that a change of
placement should occur.

2) Conduct a Functional Behavioral
Assessment and create a BIP or
consider the modification of an
existing FBA ar BIP.

Rather than continue
in short-term
removals, consider
review and revision
of the BIP.
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