
 Step Three: The Transition Planning Meeting 

At the Transition Planning Meeting… 

Our family may: 
 Share information

 Ask questions

 Talk about our child’s strengths, interests, and needs

 Share concern

 Our Early ACCESS team will:  
 Initiate discussion about current services our child is receiving;

 Discuss potential services;

 Discuss community-based options;

 Provide information about family rights;

 Complete a written plan with our input;

 Obtain a written parental consent for evaluation for special education, referred to as a Full
and Individual Initial Evaluation for Special Education, if appropriate.

 Summary: Transition Planning meeting  
 Includes us, our service coordinator and other area education agency personnel working

together.

 Will be held sometime between when our child is between the age of two years three
months and two years nine months.

 Will include a discussion on options for the period from our child’s third birthday through the
remainder of the school year if eligible for special education.

 Will result in a written plan that includes steps and activities to support us and our child as
Early ACCESS ends and new programs or services begin.

 Early ACCESS Transition Toolbox  Updated August 2023   1   



Tasks for Step Three: 
  

  

  

   

 The transition meeting was held.

 There is a written transition plan.

 Authorization for release and exchange of information is signed, if needed.

 Eligibility for the next potential setting was discussed. 

  NOTES: 

  Additional step three resources in appendix: 
 • Ideas for preparing children for a new setting or program

• A comparison: Early Intervention, IDEA Part C to Special 
Education, IDEA Part B
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 Step Three: Transition Planning Meeting 
Additional Resources  

  
 

    
 

● Ideas for preparing our child for a new
setting or program

● A comparison: Early Intervention, IDEA
Part C to Special Education, IDEA Part B
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Ideas for Preparing Our Child for a New Setting or 
Program 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  

  
 

  
 

  

  

  
 

  
 

  
 

• Schedule a visit or a series of visits to the new setting.

• Talk about how the new setting is different from home and also how the new setting is the same 
as home.

• Talk about how our child will get to the new program or setting.

• If possible, do a trial run so our child will be prepared. If our child will be transported on a bus, 
ask the program for a trial bus ride and go along.

• Help our child learn to sit and pay attention, in a group, by attending the public library story hour.

• Ask our local librarian for help finding good books to share that deal with changes and new 
beginnings in settings or programs.

• If our child has a favorite story or song, ask the new teacher or child care provider if they would
incorporate it into the plans in the first day or two.

• Make a storybook with pictures of the new people and places our child will see.

• Have a calendar to cross off the days until our child begins in the new setting.

• Talk about what will happen when the new program begins and share that having different 
feelings is OK.

• At home before our child begins the new program, practice some of the new routines and 
activities that will be used in the new setting.

• Let our child make simple choices throughout the day. For example, show two shirts so a choice 
can be made. Let our child decide what’s for lunch. Children need practice in making choices to
increase independence, to feel in control, and to build self-esteem. 
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Comparison: Early Intervention IDEA Part C & Special Education Part B

IDEA Part C: Early ACCESS is Iowa’s Early
Intervention System

IDEA Part B: Special Education

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) serves 
children, ages birth to 3rd birthday, and their families 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Serves learners 
ages 3-21 years 

Early ACCESS services support parents and families 
to help their children learn and grow throughout their 
everyday activities and routines and develop to their 
fullest potential. 

Special education services for preschool-aged (3-5) children 
provide support to enable them to be active and successful 
in routines and activities in regular early childhood programs 
and prepare them for the future. 

Children eligible for Early ACCESS services have a 25% 
delay in one or more areas of development or have a 
diagnosed condition that causes developmental delays. 

Learners eligible for special education services and support 
must have a disability under the IDEA (“disability”) and a 
need for special education services and support. 

Services are available at no cost to families. Services are available at no cost to families, referred to as 
Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). 

Family-centered services are provided in the home 
or in the child's natural environment. Natural 
environments are defined as settings that are natural 
or typical for same-aged infants or toddlers without a 
disability. 

Special education services are to be provided with peers 
without disabilities in settings referred to as regular early 
childhood programs (RECP). The continuum of how services 

are provided is defined as Least Restrictive Environment. 

Measurable child and family outcomes are developed 
to address the needs of the child and the family. 

Measurable child goals are developed to address 
participation and progress in appropriate activities typical for 
young children. The Iowa Early Learning Standards describe 
age appropriate expectations. 

Interventions are embedded into family routines and 
activities that are important to the family. 

Specially designed instruction supports preschool children’s 
participation in activities embedded throughout the day, and 
social learning opportunities are the foundation of instruction. 

Iowa’s Early ACCESS system involves partnerships with 
families and community partners to provide appropriate 
services, resources and support for families and children, 
birth to 3. 

Special education involves engaging educators and families 
in diagnosing, designing, and delivering Specially Designed 
Instruction (SDI) to meet the unique needs of the learner 
with a disability. 

An IFSP can be modified at any time, with reviews 
required every six months. 

An IEP can be amended at any time, with reviews required 
annually. 

A service coordinator is required to be a single point of 
contact and to work with the family to implement an 
IFSP. 

For children transitioning from Early ACCESS, special 
education staff from the Area Education Agency may be 
designated as a contact to participate in the transition 
planning. 

 Early ACCESS Transition Toolbox  Updated August 2023   5   





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		8.29.23 COMPLIANT STEP 3 Transition Toolbox Updated 2023-fillable - formatted.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 2



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

	Note for step three: 


